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November 2018
Activities at the European Public Health Conference 2018
WEDNESDAY I 28.11.2018
Pre-conference I 09:00-17:00

Navigating the international health information databases: unravelling the
processes behind the numbers
Organized by EUPHA PHMR, InfAct, the European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies,
WHO-EURO and OECD
In this pre-conference participants will
• discover what data are available in various international databases,
• find out about commonalities and unique features of different databases (and why the data for
the same indicators may sometimes differ),
• hear about collaborative action, and
• learn how to make the best use of these key databases.

Detailed programme I On-site registration is possible I Pre-conference fee: 140 EUR

THURSDAY I 29.11.2018
Place matters: Local assessments for the development of healthy public policies
and actions I 09:00-10:30 I Room: E1
Organized by EUPHA PHMR, EUPHA HIA, EUPHA URB, and EUPHA ENV
Place Standard: a practical tool to support the creation of healthier places I Kat Hasler United Kingdom
Toolkit prevention in the district: practical tools for an integrated approach I Nikkie Post
– The Netherlands
Using local data to inform asset based approaches to improving health I Barbara Coyle –
United Kingdom
Quickscan environment at neighbourhood level I Peter van den Hazel – The Netherlands

FRIDAY I 30.11.2018
Measuring resilience across individual, community, and systems levels I 14:5015:50 I Room: Club CD
Organized by WHO-EURO and EUPHA PHMR
Round table discussion with Nils Fietje (WHO-EURO), Jane South (United Kingdom),
Erio Ziglio (Italy), and Nicola Bacon (United Kingdom)

For regular updates follow us on Twitter @PHMRsection
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SATURDAY
Strategies to monitor health and health care needs of LGBT individuals across
Europe I 8:30-9:30 I Room: Club CD
Organized by EUPHA SGMH and EUPHA PHMR
Panel discussion with Richard Bränström (Sweden), Charlotte Deogan (Sweden), John
Pachankis (USA), and Igor Grabovac (Austria)

Public Health foresight studies: how can we deal with the societal challenges we
face? I 9:40-11:10 I Room: Club CD
Organized by RIVM, EUPHA PHMR, and EUPHA ECO
The OECD FRESHER project I Michele Cecchini – OECD
The Dutch Public Health Foresight Study 2018 I Henk Hildering – The Netherlands
EUPHA member survey on future public health threats I Maaike Droogers - EUPHA

EUPHA PHMR Join the Network Meeting I 13:10-14:10 I Room: E1
General agenda
1. How to join EUPHA PHMR and EUPHA PHMR activities I Nicole Rosenkötter &
Petronille Bogaert
2. Update on InfAct (and involvement of EUPHA) I Petronille Bogaert
3. Measuring the impact of health data on health outcomes: a conceptual framework
pitch I Marie Delnord
4. Information on EURO-HEALTHY I Paula Santana / Claudia Costa
5. Sneak Preview: Capacity building for population health monitoring: helping public
health experts to climb the information pyramid I Marieke Verschuuren
6. New section on Health Information Systems in Archives of Public Health I Francesca
Dickens / Nicole Rosenkötter
7. News from EUPHA PHMR members I please feel free to share your health information
news
8. Future business

Please check also the other workshops, pitch/oral presentations and poster walks
tagged with “Public health monitoring, reporting and screening”.

News from Europe
WHO Regional Office for Europe
Development of information for health and well-being with a focus on indicators
Claudia Stein

The membership of the European Health Information Initiative, EHII, which is the umbrella for all
health information activities in the WHO European Region, had grown to 40 members, with Belarus,
the Slovak Republic and Ukraine joining most recently. There are several health information
networks under the EHII that either share geopolitical elements or have a topic in common. The
networks report directly to the Steering Group and their chairs are all members of the EHII. For
more information check the latest meeting report of the EHII Steering Group.
For regular updates follow us on Twitter @PHMRsection
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Joint Monitoring Framework (JMF)
The JMF is expected to reduce the burden of reporting for Member States on three major
international health monitoring frameworks – Health 2020, the Sustainable Development Goals and
the Global Action Plan for the Prevention and Control of Noncommunicable Diseases. After the 67th
session of the WHO Regional Committee for Europe (RC), the Secretariat led the effort to identify
the overlap between the three monitoring frameworks to propose ways to reduce the reporting
burden. The process to arrive at the JMF set of indicators included the collaboration with an expert
group on a common set of indicators, as well as consultations with Member States and the Standing
Committee of the RC in March/May 2018. An online data collection platform and standard reporting
template will be available in the future. The reporting will be done on the European Health
Information Gateway. To further facilitate the reporting, the data collection schedule will be
published in advance. The JMF was adopted unanimously by all Member States at the 68th RC in
September 2018.
Cultural Contexts of Health and Well-being
The WHO project on Cultural Contexts of Health and Well-being (CCH) investigates cultural
contexts of health more systematically by using a multisectoral and multidisciplinary integrated
research approach. Among several aims, the project explores how qualitative evidence can enhance
WHO’s monitoring and reporting and commissions work in the area of culture and health, including
policy briefs and tool kits. The fourth meeting of the WHO Expert Group on CCH was held in
London in April 2018, hosted by Wellcome. The group evaluated the progress of the past four years,
and discussed the development of a new strategy for the next five years. Recommendations included
for WHO to work more closely with Member States through key initiatives such as the Evidenceinformed Policy Network (EVIPNet) Europe, as well as for a Member States network on CCH to be
created. Products that are currently being developed include Health Evidence Network (HEN)
reports on the role of cultural mediators across the European Region and the role of cultural
contexts in waste management. A policy brief on the cultural context of antibacterial resistance
(ABR) is also in the final stages of preparation. In terms of the monitoring and reporting for
the enhancement of Health 2020, further HEN reports, covering topics such as
measuring community resilience and community empowerment, life course approaches
and whole-of-society approaches, are also being finalized.
Public Health Panorama
The WHO European Region peer-reviewed journal, Public Health Panorama, aims at disseminating
good practices and successful implementation of evidence-informed policies; it is bi-lingual
(English/Russian); published quarterly; theme-based; and peer-reviewed. The Journal will have a
dedicated issue on health information for policy in spring 2019.
European Health Report 2018
The European Health Report was launched at a press event in London just prior to the 68th RC
where it was also presented. The Report which had unprecedented press coverage contains
information on the progress towards Health 2020 targets; an update on developments related to
new kind of evidence and measurement of new Health 2020 concepts; a definition of the vision for a
coordinated, integrated and interoperable health information system for Europe; an update on the
implementation of the Action Plan to Strengthen the Use of Evidence, Information and Research in
Policy-making in the WHO European Region; and an outline of the unfinished agenda beyond 2020.

For regular updates follow us on Twitter @PHMRsection
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Capacity building
In October 2017, the Autumn School on Health Information and Evidence for Policy-making took
place in Tbilisi, Georgia. Topics discussed: using the Health Information Gateway, development of
indicators, and conducting Burden of Disease studies. As always, the participants also took time to
set the curriculum for the follow-up Advanced Course on Health Information and Evidence for
Policy-making, which took place from in May/June 2018 in Bohinj, Slovenia; this course contained new
modules on dealing with small number events in health reporting (delivered by Iceland) and data
visualizations. The 2018 Autumn School will be held exceptionally in January 2019 in the Netherlands.

OECD

Gaetan Lafortune

Health at a Glance: Europe 2018 (joint OECD/EC report released on 22 November
2018)
The new edition of Health at a Glance: Europe presents the most
recent comparative analyses of the health status of EU citizens and the
performance of the health systems of the 28 EU Member States,
5 candidate countries and 3 EFTA countries. It is the first step in the
European Commission’s State of Health in the EU cycle. This new
edition of Health at a Glance: Europe has two parts. Part I comprises
two thematic chapters, the first focusing on the need for concerted
efforts to promote better mental health, the second outlining possible
strategies for reducing wasteful spending in health. In Part II, the most
recent trends in key indicators of health status, risk factors and health
spending are presented, together with a discussion of progress in
improving the effectiveness, accessibility and resilience of European
health systems.
New OECD report on tackling antimicrobial resistance: “Stemming the Superbug Tide
– Just a Few Dollars More”
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a large and growing problem with the potential for enormous
health and economic consequences at the European and more global level. AMR rates are high and
are projected to growth further if no effective action is taken. In this report, the OECD uses
advanced analytical techniques to provide support for policy action in the human health sector. This
report reviews policies currently in place in high-income countries and identifies a set of ‘best buys’
to tackle AMR that, if scaled up at the national level, would provide an affordable and cost-effective
instrument in the fight against AMR.

Joint Action on Health Information: InfAct!

Petronille Bogaert, Linda Abboud and Herman Van Oyen for InfAct

InfAct (Information for Action) is the Joint Action on Health Information. It started in March 2017
and will run for three years. It includes 40 partners in 28 EU and associated countries.
The major outcome expected of InfAct is a sustainable solid infrastructure on EU Health Information
through improving the availability of comparable, robust and policy-relevant population health data
and health system performance information.

For regular updates follow us on Twitter @PHMRsection
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Through country collaboration, InfAct streamlines health information activities, reduces the data
collection burden and works towards a sustainable and robust data collection in Europe that
facilitates and supports country knowledge, health research and policy making.
InfAct’s activities focus on strengthening national and EU health information systems by:
1. Establishing a sustainable EU research infrastructure to support population health and
health system performance assessment
2. Strengthening European health information and knowledge bases and health
information research capacities to reduce HI inequalities
3. Supporting health information interoperability and innovative health information
tools and data sources
InfAct carries out its activities through the
following work packages:
InfAct will produce the following outputs:
4. Memorandum of
understanding by EU and EFTA
countries for a sustainable research
infrastructure
5. Business case for an EU research
infrastructure on health information
6. ESFRI roadmap application for
an EU research infrastructure on
health information
7. A sustainability plan and followup method supporting integration
of health information in regional,
national and international policies
8. Roadmap for a health information
training programme
9. Best practices on health information tools and methods, innovative use of data sources,
and interoperability
10. Health information system assessment via peer-review in 9 countries.
Do you want to stay up to date with our work? Check out our website
on twitter

@JA_InfAct , or write us an email

www.inf-act.eu , follow us

InfAct.coordination@sciensano.be

Mapping European networks
Within InfAct, we are carrying out a mapping exercise with
the aim to identify in the EU, living networks of experts
from several countries that perform comparative research
across Europe in a specific health research area or health
information domain. More specifically, we want to identify
operational or previously active international networks
which work in the field of population health and/or health
system performance.
Are you part of one of these networks? Please share some
basic information with us by filling in this survey https://bit.ly/2AArV3f or visit us at the EUPHA stand
during the breaks of the EPH Conference in Ljubljana. We look forward to seeing you there.
For regular updates follow us on Twitter @PHMRsection
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PECUNIA - ProgrammE in Costing, resource use measurement and outcome
valuation for Use in multi-sectoral National and International health economic
evaluAtions
Nataša Perić

The EU-funded 3 year project PECUNIA aims to develop new standardised, harmonised and
validated methods and tools for the assessment of costs and outcomes in European healthcare
systems.
More information can be found on the website and by subscribing to the newsletter or by following
PECUNIA on Twitter.

News from European countries and regions
The Netherlands
Dutch Public Health Foresight Study (PHFS) 2018
Marieke Verschuuren

The status of public health in the Netherlands is looking good. Our average lifespan is steadily
increasing, and most people feel healthy and not restricted by activity limitations. However, we are
also facing a number of major challenges for the future. To some extent, this is the flip-side of our
success: as the number of older people increases, there is also a proportionate increase in people
struggling with chronic diseases and social issues, such as loneliness. There are also new
developments which could affect our public health, such as increased pressure on our day-to-day
lives. The issues we are facing require an integrative approach and the comprehensive engagement of
relevant stakeholders. A great deal is already being done in society to tackle these challenges. We
can continue to build on these efforts in order to help us prepare more effectively for the future.
These are some of the main findings of the Dutch Public Health Foresight Study (PHFS) 2018. The
four-year PHFS provides insight into the most important societal challenges for public health and
health care in the Netherlands. These insights are the basis for national and local public health policy.
The PHFS is drawn up by the National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM) at the
request of the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport. RIVM produces the report in collaboration
with many parties from the community of practice. The PHFS-2018 consists of four elements: a
Trend Scenario, Thematic Foresight Studies, Options for Action and a Synthesis. The Trend Scenario
and Thematic Foresight Studies describe a large number of trends that pose challenges for future
public health and health care. The Trend Scenario contains figures on life expectancy, health,
diseases, lifestyle, health care expenditures and differences in health. The Thematic Foresight Studies
are descriptive in nature and deal with important changes in health care demand in the Netherlands,
and how wider determinants of health (living environment, labour and education) and technology
affect public health and health care. Next, Options for Action have been drawn up for three key
challenges for the future. These challenges involve cardiovascular disease and cancer, older people
living independently, and mental pressure in teenagers and young adults. The fourth element of the
PHFS-2018, the Synthesis, provides an integrated overview of the most important findings from the
Trend Scenario, Thematic Foresight Studies and Options for Action.
Recently, the English version of the PHFS-2018 was published at https://www.vtv2018.nl/en.

For regular updates follow us on Twitter @PHMRsection
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Germany
Journal of Health Monitoring
Livia Ryl

The Robert Koch Institute has expanded its publications on health in Germany with the online
Journal of Health Monitoring. The Journal of Health Monitoring was first published in September
2016. It is published quarterly in German and English. The topics of the journal cover all areas of
public health, physical and mental health, health behaviour, risk factors and protective factors as well
as medical and nursing care. The contributions are presented in the form of detailed focus articles
and concise fact sheets, which are linked by a superordinate topic. In addition, there is the section
Concepts & Methods, which contains methodological contributions, e.g. study or project
descriptions. The articles for the journal are subject to a review process and are freely accessible on
the RKI website. The GBE newsletter informs about new publications of the Journal of Health
Monitoring. To register, please go to: www.rki.de/gbe-newsletter-en
Robert Koch Institute I Health Reporting I General-Pape-Straße 62 I 12101 Berlin I Germany
healthmonitoring@rki.de I www.rki.de/johm-en I www.rki.de/gbe-newsletter-en

Belgium
Bringing a health claim to information: Measuring the impact of health data on the
health outcomes of European citizens

Marie Delnord

The aim of the project is to develop quality standards for optimal health data use by policy makers
and health care professionals, and explore association with health outcomes. A DELPHI exercise will
be launched in January 2019, representatives from different fields* will be invited to select criteria
that reflect the extent to which health data are leveraged to promote best medical practices and
policies.
For more information, please contact: marie.delnord@sciensano.be
This project is funded by a Marie Sklodowska Curie Individual Fellowship.
*Representatives of EU-MS public health and statistical agencies, healthcare providers, HIT
developers, and patient group representatives.

EUPHA PHMR section news
The long and winding road towards an EU health information system
This blog post is about Health information in Europe, the latest article collection in Archives of Public
Health. The collection features research within the framework of the BRIDGE Health project,
exploring the possibilities of creating an organisational entity that could undertake the tasks
associated with the development of an EU Health Information System.
The European Health Information Initiative (EHII) of WHO-EURO
The section president regularly participates on behalf of EUPHA in the Steering Group of the WHOEURO European Health Information Initiative (EHII).
More information on the European Health Information Initiative can be found here.

For regular updates follow us on Twitter @PHMRsection
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You can also find the latest meeting reports online. The reports provide a good overview on
European Health Information activities of WHO-EURO and the EHII, but also of the European
Commission and OECD.
Update: The communication policy of the section
The EUPHA section on Public Health Monitoring and Reporting publishes each year a pre-EPH
Conference newsletter, called EUPHA PHMR Newsletter. This newsletter gives (1) an update on
the section activities during the EPHC, (2) PHMR news from Europe and European countries and
regions, (3) PHMR section news and (4) an overview of PHMR relevant publications. If you would
like to disseminate your health information activities, please feel free to forward your
health information news to us.
Up-to-date information on Public Health Monitoring and Reporting will be shared via Twitter
@PHMRsection throughout the year.
Any other important announcements will be shared by e-mail via the EUPHA Mailman system.
Everyone, who tagged the Public Health Monitoring and Reporting section in the EUPHA / EPHC
profile, receives these e-mails.

Relevant PHMR publications and resources
Reports and resources
EC I Best Practice Portal
EC I Eurobarometer: Fairness, inequality and inter-generational mobility
EC I Eurobarometer: Sport and Physical Activity
EC I A new drive for primary care in Europe: rethinking the assessment tools & methodologies
EC, OECD, European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies I Country Health Profiles
EC, OECD, European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies I State of Health in the EU:
Companion report 2017
Eurostat I European Health Interview Survey (EHIS wave 3) - Methodological manual
Eurostat I Labour Force Survey in the EU, candidate and EFTA countries – Main characteristics of
national surveys 2016
Eurostat I How has the EU progressed towards the SDGs?

OECD I Pharmaceutical Innovation and Access to Medicines (release 29 November 2018)
OECD I Health at a Glance Europe 2018 (release 22 November 2018)
OECD I Stemming the superbug tide
OECD I Spending on Health: Latest trends
OECD I Countries’ Experiences with Well-being and Happiness Metrics. In: Global Happiness
Council I The global happiness report
OECD I Health at a Glance 2017

WHO-EURO I What quantitative and qualitative methods have been developed to measure healthFor regular updates follow us on Twitter @PHMRsection
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related community resilience at a national and local level?
WHO-EURO I What quantitative and qualitative methods have been developed to measure
community empowerment at a national level?
WHO I Non-communicable diseases country profiles 2018
WHO-EURO I Public Health Panorama: Reducing the burden of non-communicable diseases in
Europe
WHO-EURO I European Health report 2018
WHO-EURO I The health and well-being of men in the WHO European Region: better health
through a gender approach
WHO-EURO I Health system performance assessment in the WHO European Region: which
domains and indicators have been used by Member States for its measurement?
WHO-EURO I Advanced course on Health Information and Evidence for Policy Making I videos
National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (The Netherlands) I Public Health Foresight
Study 2018
European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies I Organization and financing of public health
services in Europe, Organization and financing of public health services in Europe: country reports,
and The role of public health organizations in addressing public health problems in Europe: The case
of obesity, alcohol and antimicrobial resistance
National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (The Netherlands) I The Netherlands
compared to other EU countries
HBM4EU I Human Biomonitoring for Europe
European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies I Using economic evidence to help make the
case for investing in health promotion and disease prevention
Public Health England I Health Profile for England report
Public Health England I Fingertips charts R package
Statistics Finland I Findicator: Information about social phenomena in form of a statistical graph, table
and analysing text
European Social Survey I Online Analysis Tool
Public Health England I Local Authority Health Profiles 2018 update: How to interpret the report for
your area
Robert Koch Institute (Germany) I Health inequality in Germany and in an international comparison:
trends and developments over time
Robert Koch Institute (Germany) I KiGGS Wave 2 – First results from cross-sectional and cohort
analyses, Health behaviour of children and adolescents, and Health situation of children and
adolescents in Germany
EuroHealthNet I Making the link: Using Health and Social Data to monitor Health Inequalities
European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies I How to make sense of health system
efficiency comparisons?
National Institute for Health and Welfare (Finland) and University of Jyväskylä I Non-Participation in
Health Examination Surveys: Literature on non-response and ways to handle it with statistical
methods
For regular updates follow us on Twitter @PHMRsection
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Nordic Council of Ministers, Nordic Council of Ministers Secretariat I Monitoring food marketing to
children: A joint Nordic monitoring protocol for marketing of foods and beverages high in fat, salt
and sugar (HFSS) towards children and young people
The Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation I Global Burden of Disease (GBD) online training
Public Health England I From event to indicator - collecting and using data in our Public Health
Outcomes Framework
Santé publique France I Report on the French Population Health, 2017. Executive Summary:
Overview and Highlights.
EUROHEALTHY I Atlas of population health in European Union regions
Papers
Foreman et al. (2018) I Forecasting life expectancy, years of life lost, and all-cause and cause-specific
mortality for 250 causes of death: reference and alternative scenarios for 2016–40 for 195 countries
and territories
Steel N et al. (2018) I Changes in health in the countries of the UK and 150 English Local Authority
areas 1990–2016: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2016
Strom Synnevag E (2018) I Intersectoral Planning for Public Health: Dilemmas and Challenges
Archives of Public Health I Health Information in Europe (article collection)
Hoebel J et al. (2018) I Socioeconomic Inequalities in Total and Site-Specific Cancer Incidence in
Germany: A Population-Based Registry Study
Fabreau GE et al. (2018) I A Metadata Manifesto: The Need for Global Health Metadata
Domanska OM et al. (2018) I Do adolescents understand the items of the European Health Literacy
Survey Questionnaire (HLS-EU-Q47) – German version? Findings from cognitive interviews of the
project “Measurement of Health Literacy Among Adolescents” (MOHLAA) in Germany
Beulens K, et al. (2018) I Response Rates in the European Social Survey: Increasing, Decreasing, or a
Matter of Fieldwork Efforts?
Paalanen L, et al. (2018) I Public health monitoring of hypertension, diabetes and elevated cholesterol:
comparison of different data sources
Dratva J et al (2018 I Towards a national child and adolescent health strategy in Switzerland:
strengthening surveillance to improve prevention and care

Newsletter editor
Nicole Rosenkötter, EUPHA PHMR section president, NRW Centre for Health (LZG.NRW),
Germany

For regular updates follow us on Twitter @PHMRsection

10

