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Background 
 
Worldwide, changes in relation to the climate, environment and health are already challenging the 
wellbeing of people, and are projected to increasingly threaten population health in decades to come. 
Research is now emerging that clearly demonstrates the links between climate change and population 
health; however this research is often fragmented or considered in isolation, and translation of findings 
into policy is lacking. The international ENBEL project aims to collate, co-produce and communicate 
knowledge in this area and connect climate change and health policy makers, researchers and other 
stakeholders and target groups, including in low- and middle-income countries. 
 
This ENBEL workshop brings together researchers and public health experts to identify how best to 
translate the findings of climate and health research into international public health practice. In simple 
terms, the question we will be seeking to address ‘What measures can be instituted over the next ten 
years to address the impact of climate change on population health with a particular focus on the most 
underserved groups?’   
 
After an introduction to the workshop by Niall Roche, Prof. Kristin Aunan will introduce the ENBEL 
project and Dr Debbi Stanistreet will present the public health perspective on translating evidence into 
practice. Following from this, three thematic presentations will summarise the current evidence on how 
specific aspects of climate change impact on health using the Grade Evicence to Decision making 
framework, and discuss implications of those findings for public health policy and practice. Specifically, 
Prof. Kristina Jakobsson will discuss heat and work, Prof. Steve Arnold’s will present on air quality and 
climate change and finally Prof. Matthew Chersich will elaborate on maternal health and environmental 
heat.  
 
In the second part of the workshop, Dr Ina Kelly, Anne Stauffer and Dr Alice McGushin will join for a 
panel discussion to discuss the evidence-based adaptive measures that can be incorporated into 
national and local public health planning. The panel will discuss the barriers and facilitators that exist, 
how interventions can be implemented in practice and the role of public health in ensuring an 
appropriate response to such evidence in both high- and low-income country settings.  
 
Finally, the panel alongside the presenters, will jointly formulate conclusions and outline the future 
direction of public health measures to address the impact of climate change on population health. 
 
Programme: 
 
09.15 Welcome and introduction 
Niall Roche, Centre for Global Health, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland 



 
09.30 The ENBEL project – linking research to practice  
Kristin Aunan, CICERO Center for International Climate Research, Norway 
 
09.45 From evidence to practice; a public health perspective 
Debbi Stanistreet, RCSI University of Medicine and Health Sciences, Ireland 
 
Climate change: from research findings to practice 
 
10.00  Heat and work 
Kristina Jakobsson, School of Public Health and Community Medicine, Institute of Medicine, University of 
Gothenburg, Sweden 
 
10.20  Air quality and climate change 
Steve Arnold, Institute for Climate & Atmospheric Science, School of Earth & Environment, University of 
Leeds, United Kingdom 
 
10.40 Maternal health and environmental heat 
Matthew Chersich, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa 
 
11.00  Coffee break  
 
11.15   Panel discussion:  

▪ How such interventions can be implemented in practice  
▪ The role of public health in ensuring an appropriate response to such evidence in both high- and 

low-income country settings 
Ina Kelly, President of the Irish Medical Association / Consultant in Public Health medicine / Chair of the 
HSE’s Public Health Medicine Environment and Health Group, Ireland 
Anne Stauffer, Deputy Director and Head of Strategy for Health and Environment Alliance Europe 
Alice McGushin, Programme manager for The Lancet Countdown 
 
12.15 Conclusion and next steps 
 
12.30 Close 
Niall Roche, Centre for Global Health, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland 


