
PUBLICôSAWARENESS OF PH 

MESSAGES: HOW TO GET OUR PUBLIC 

HEALTH MESSAGES HEARD ?

Carlo Signorelli
Full Professor of Hygiene and Public Health, University of

Parma & Vita-Salute San Raffaele- Milan

Treasurer, European Public Health Association (EUPHA)

with the co-operation of A.Odone, P. Cella. M. Morgado. V. Tramutola



Italy has historically championed 

vaccination policies

ÅOne of the first European countries to 
experiment with smallpox, polio and 
acellular Pertussis vaccines

ÅFirst introduced universal vaccination 
against hepatitis B virus in 1991 and against 
HPV in 2007 

ÅFlourishing R&D

ÅConsolidated tradition of extensive active 
and free of charge immunization offers, 
supported by the I-NHS



SUSPENSION OF 

MANDATORY VACCINATIONS 

IN VENETO REGION (2007) 



An appealing policy

ÅIn 2007 the Veneto Region (4mil.residents) 

suspended the obligation and invested in 

educational and information campaigns to 

better counteract the spreading of anti-

vaccination movements

ÅThis nudge theorydidnôtmeet the 

ambitious goals

ÅGreater coverage

decrease in Veneto 

than in other Regions



Coverage rates in Veneto and Italy, 2000-2016
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Suspension of Mandatory vaccination



A STRENGTHENED 

POLITICAL COMMITMENT 

(2014-)



A concerted action

ÅA strong political

committment, since 2014, 

has positively influenced

scientists, journalists, 

judges about the utility of 

vaccinations

ÅThe overall results were

considered positive: new 

National Plan, new actions, 

increased coverage rates

Stakeholders involved:

Å National Health

Institute

Å Italian Chief Medical

Officer

Å Italian Agency for 

Medicine (AIFA)

Å Pharma companies

Å Scientific 

associations



MESSAGE HEARD

Increased (favorable) media coverage



Influenza coverage rates in the elderly

(1999-2018)
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MESSAGE HEARD

Coverage rates increase
(National coverage data for polio and measels)



MESSAGE HEARD

The general population changed its mind

ALL VACCINES SHOULD BE 

MANDATORY 

ONLY A SMALL NUMBER OF 

VACCINES SHOULD BE 

MANDATORY 

AGAINST MANDATORY 

VACCINATIONS AT ALL 

18,6

8,1



AN UNEXPECTED 

ROLE PLAYER (2015-)



ÅHe has become a famous 

influencer answering back 

to anti-vaccinists, with a 

rather aggressive tone, 

claiming they are ignorant 

and that science is not a 

matter of democracy.

ÅSuch an approach should 

have had a positive impact 

on social platforms by 

rebalancing scientific 

information on the web 

according to the é numbers

ÅVaccines are not

opinions

ÅThe conspiracy

of the donkeys

ÅMortal lies

74.800 followers

on Twitter, 6 mln 

of contacts P/W

on Facebook

3 Best sellers



An incredible and rapid change on the WEB

April 

2015

January

2018



EXPANSION  OF MANDATORY 

VACCINATIONS (2017)



The Italian ñstrongò policy (2017)
or the ñstopgapò to raise the vaccine uptake
ÅMandatory vaccinations 

from 4 to 10

ÅCertificates at pre-school 

admission

ÅFines (500ú) for non-

compliance

ÅReinforce of information

ÅSanctions to anti-vax MD

but also

Å Instrumentalization and 

politicization


